These two works upon Hernia, though containing much valuable information, are principally devoted to the discussion and the determination of one question of practical importance,?namely, that of opening or not opening the sac in the operation for relieving a strangulated portion of bowel.
The work of Mr Gay is particularly entitled to notice, as giving a correct anatomy of the parts concerned in Femoral Hernia, with a very learned examination of the principles of the operation, and their application to what Mr Gay deems the best mode of operating for the safe and effectual removal of the stricture.
A large proportion of the treatise of Mr Gay,?about thirty-six -pages,?is occupied in explaining the anatomical relations of the parts concerned in femoral hernia, and elucidating the anatomical and mechanical causes of the formation of hernia. The anatomical descriptions have been deduced from careful examination of the parts in above seventy subjects, and they bear every mark of having been faithfully prepared. To examine this part of tl^e performance is unnecessary, because it would be quite useless to make such an examination in these pages; but this part of the work may be strongly recommended to 
